Introductory
Lesson

Before Reading

Look at the cover of the
book and give a detailed
description of the people
and the house on it.

Look at the pictures in the
book and try to make up
a story based on them.

@ Read the blurb on the back
cover of the book and try
to guess the outcome of
the story.

Charlotte Bronté

Charlotte Bronté was
bom in 1816 in Yorkshire,
England. 1t was her novel
Jane Eyre, written in
1847, that gained her
recognition as a writer.
The main themes of her
novels involve the
experiences of women
in early Victorian England,

@ Read about Charlotte Bronté and answer the questions.



Lhmh}tfe anm im?w bﬂmfaiker Patmk Bronté was |

S an Aﬂg}’rcaﬁ clergyman. He changed his name’from the more |
. common Brunty to Bronte, Charlotie was from a family of
sy a:?ufdren Her mother and iwa eidesi sisters: died when

she was young, ami she went to'a bomdmg school in the

' ."'-".'_N’orﬁi of England whe?’e the conditions i were unpleasant. She |

“returnied home to complete her schoa?ma g shortly afterwards.
- Her Tmma was on the Yorksh;r? maors a p?ag:e that inspired
:the Bronte dﬂidren to tell and’ wrrte romantic siories.

" Charlotte wanted to start her own .sch@ai and went fo
'Bwsse Is to further her stud;es There ske niet a ieacﬁer

“who mspnec} her, @ mamed man caﬂsd Hager She refurned | o

- to England and later went on to write two more novels,” |

' :':5'1_5'1”’”/“3}” (1849) and: V://erfe( 1853) 1.1854 she married
an irish dergymaﬂ wha wsrked wnfh ?w?father but in

1855 Chariaite Bronté died, short?y before giving birth to
_F'aerﬁrst child. It is ?Jeheved that many of her novels were
based on her awn Irfe ex;perzences '

Where and when was Charlotte Bronté born?
What did her father do?

What was the family’s original surname?
Where did she first go to school and what was it like there?
Why did she travel ahroad?

Name her other two novels.
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]; Chapter 1

Gateshead

fzal Georglanal Tell Marmoa that Jane has run out into the
Bt 7RI

T heard John Reed’s harsh voice as he called to his sisters, Fliza
and Georgiana. T was reading on the window seat behind the

curtains in the breakfast room and watched the rain that cold

November day. When John Reed called my name again, [ obeved
him and came out of my sanctuary.

“What were you doing -~ hiding?”

T was reading”

John Beed snatched the book from me

“You have oo right 1o touch anything in this house, orphan!

Nothing ess than a servant!”

belongs to vou here! You are
When { staved silent, he threw the book at my head. Biood
trickled down my face and suddenly T felt very angry.
“You're a murderer, John Reedi A slave-driver .. and T would
have continued, but john grabbed me by the hair and began to hit
e This had happened many times before, but this time 1 fought

baclk and idcked him fust a3 Aunt Reed entered the room with Bessie,

e maid.Aunt Reed listened as John told his mother how § attacked
him, but when 1 began o offer my explanation, she interrupted.
Hlake that ungrateful child to the Red Room and lock her up

he can behave Hke a human being!”

The Red Room! T was afraid 1o go into that room. Uncle Reed
had died there, It was cold and dark and nobody slept there
anymore. Bessie took my amm and [ sereamed as she dragged me
up the stairs and pushed me into the Red Room. The curtains
were open, but itwas siill dark, Bessie took the candle away with

her as she locked the door and left me alone,
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Chapter 1 ;

As it got darker, | began o see things, Was that Uncle Reed’s
reflection in the old mirror? Or was it my imagination? Then a
light appeared and began to move along the wall and ceiling of
the room. This was Uncle Reed’s ghost for sure! I began to feel
really afraid and ran to the door I puiled at the doorknob trying
to open the door. But it was useless! It was locked! | started to
bang on the door and screamed that Uncle Reed’s ghost was
coming for me. At last L heard the sound of Bessie coming up the
stairs. As she opened the door, I fell into her arms, but Aunt Reed
was ctose behind her and pushed me back into the dark room.

“What is all this noise? Lock her in again, Bessie, and come
downstairs. If Jane wants to behave like an animal, she shall be
treated like one’

Ldon't remember what happened nexe. T think 1 fainted because
I'woke up in the nursery in my own bed. The first thing I saw
was the kind face of Mr Lloyd, the doctor, and 1 began to tell him
of all the terrible things the Reeds did to me.

“Perhaps it is time you left Gateshead and went away to school,
Jane”

School sounded like an excellent idea to me and 1 thought of
nothing else while I recovered from my illness.

One day, as I wuas looking out of the window, a carriage arrived.
As nobody ever came to see me, 1 thought no more about it, until
Bessie came upstairs and told me (o put on my best dress as 1
had a visitor Who could this be? T knew nobody outside Gateshead,

I entered the parlour and saw Aunt Reed and a man dressed
in black. He stood up as [ came into the room and towered aver
me like a huge black pillar,

“S0, this is the girl you told me about. She is very small, Mrs
Reed. How old is she?
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Chapter 1

“Ten vears”
“Well, Jane Fyre, are you a good girl?”
But before T had a chance to reply, Aunt Reed spoke for me.
“The less said about that the better, Mr Brocklehurst."
“There is nothing so bad as a naughty girll Come here”
Tie sat down and now 1 looked straight into his terrible face.
“Do you read your Bible, Jane?”
“Sometimes. But some parts are not interesting’
“This is shocking! This proves you have a wicked heart!”
1 was about to speak when Aunt Reed again interrupted,
“Mr Brocklehurst, I think you can see that this child needs the
discipline of Lowood School”
“And she will be disciplined, don’t worry, Mrs Reed. She will
be taught how to obey her betters and become good and useful”
“T wish het to stay at school in the holidays, too, Mr Brocklehurst,
1t is best if she does not return to Gateshead. She is a deceitful
child and does not fit in with my famity”
Mr Brocklehurst looked at me and took out a small book from
his pocleet.
“Read this, child, before you come to Lowood. And now, Mrs
Reed, T must go. I have other visits to make”
Bessie showed Mr Brocklehurst out and 1 turned to Aunt Reed,
“] am not the deceitful person here, Aunt Reed. I shall be glad
1oy leave this dreadiul house! After 1 leave, I shall never return and
[ shall tell everyone how cruel you and your children have been
o met”






